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High-Level African Blue Food Leadership Roundtable 

June 15, 2026 
 
Travellers Beach Hotel & Spa, Mombasa, Kenya 
Roundtable: 8:30 – 17:15 
Dinner: 18:00 – 20:00 

 
Agenda 
 
 
08:30 – 09:00 Arrival & Registration  
 
09:00 – 10:00 Session 1: High-Level Welcome, Keynote Speech and Minister’s Remarks  

• Jón Erlingur Jónasson, Chair of the Aquatic Blue Food Coalition and Special Envoy for 
the Ocean, Iceland 

• Mr. Peter Thomson, United Nations Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Ocean 
• Mr. Keriako Tobiko, Executive Advisor to the CEO of AUDA-NEPAD 
• Hon. Emelia Arthur, Minister for Fisheries and Aquaculture Development of Ghana 
• Hon. Prof. Jean Maharavo, Minister of Fisheries and Blue Economy of Madagascar 
• Hon. Ahmed Saybom Kanu, Deputy Minister of Fisheries and Marine Resources of 

Sierra Leone 
• Hon. Inge Zaamwani, Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries, Water and Land Reform of 

Namibia 
• Hon. Hassan Joho, Cabinet Secretary for Mining, Blue Economy and Maritime Affairs of 

Kenya 
•  

10:00 – 10:15 Coffee Break and Photo  
 
10:15 – 10:30 Session 2: The Shared Policy Paper - Aquatic Foods for Africa 
 

• Bernice Mclean, Senior Programme Officer, AUDA-NEPAD 
 
10:30 – 11:30 Session 3: National and Regional Perspectives on Blue Foods 

• Dr. Kristin Kleisner, Associate Vice President Ocean Science, EDF 
• Dr. Nii Moi Thompson, Senior Advisor to the President on the Sustainable Development 

Goals, Ghana 
• Alexis Grosskopf, Founder and CEO, OceanHub Africa 
• Dr. Eshete Dejen, Head, Sustainable Environment Protection Unit, IGAD 
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11:30 – 12:30 Session 4: From Vision to Action: What’s Already Working 

• Dr. Andreas Schaumayer, Deputy Head of Division, Trade and Development, Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development of Germany 

• Rachel Thoms, Research Associate II, Ocean Program, WRI 
• Sonia Sharan, Senior Manager, Impact and Economics, Oceana 
• Lovan Kobusingye, President, AWFISHNET 
• Beryl Oduor, Plan International Kenya 
• Karly Kelso, Senior Director, Global Ocean Strategies, EDF 

 
12:30 – 13:30 Lunch  
 
13:30 – 13:50 Session 5: Keynote Speech  
 
13:50 – 16:15 Session 6: Action Labs: Advancing Concrete Commitments  
 
16:15 – 16:30 Coffee break  
 
16:30 – 17:00 Session 7: Commitment Announcements, Communique, & Next Steps  

• Karly Kelso, Senior Director, Global Ocean Strategies, EDF 
 
17:00 – 17:15 Session 8: Closing Reflections  

• Dr. Paul Orina, Director General, Kenyan Marine and Fisheries Research Institute 
 
18:00 -20:00 Dinner: From Ocean to Plate - A Culinary Innovation Showcase 
for Sustainable Oceans 
 


